“How to Build a Marriage That Will Last”

(Sunday Morning February 14th, 2010)

Passage: 1 Peter 3:1-7

     a. The First Cause for a Higher Divorce Rate Among Evangelical Christians is “Antinomianism”  
     -> This Comes From a Greek Word That Literally Means “No L_________________.” 

Gal 5:18 (Reference) 


      b.  The Second Cause for a Higher Divorce Rate Among Evangelical Christians is “Narcissism” 

      -> This Refers to S__________________ Love

Mark 8:34 (Reference)

       c. The Third Cause for a Higher Divorce Rate Among Evangelical Christians is “Hedonism”  

       -> This Refers to the Pursuit of P__________________

Mal 2:15-16 (Reference) 
I. Some Practical Words for the Wives
Building Block # 1 = Voluntary S____________________ 
1 Cor 11:3 “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head 
                     of a woman, and God is the head of Christ”
Peter is not talking about equality here; he is talking about r_______________, and the truth is that God

created us to fulfill different r________________ in the marriage. 
Building Block # 2 = Respectful B____________________
Prov 21:19  “It is better to live in a desert land than with a contentious and vexing woman” 

The way to reach a lost husband for Christ is by becoming a l________________ s__________________. 
Building Block # 3 = Enhanced B____________________ 
Peter indicted these women for spending an inordinate amount of time and money on their outward beauty
while neglecting their inner c__________________. 
Isa 3:17-23  “’17 Therefore the Lord will afflict the scalp of the daughters of Zion with scabs, and the LORD 
                         will make their foreheads bare.’  18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets,  
                         headbands, crescent ornaments, 19 dangling earrings, bracelets, veils, 20 headdresses, ankle 
                         chains, sashes, perfume boxes,  amulets, 21 finger rings, nose rings, 22 festal robes, outer tunics, 
                         cloaks, money purses, 23 hand mirrors,  undergarments, turbans and veils”  
Building Block # 4 = Practical O____________________
Gen 12:1 “Now the LORD said to Abram,  ‘Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your 
                   father's house, to the land which I will show you’” 
        a. Esther F________________ and P__________________
Esther 4:16 "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three 
                       days, night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the 
                       king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish.” 

        b. Esther Put on Her P_________________ D__________________
Esther 5:1 “Now it came about on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood  in the inner court 
                     of the king's palace in front of the king's rooms, …”

         c. Esther P__________________ a M__________________
Esther 5:4  “…’If it pleases the king, may the king and Haman come this day to the banquet that I have prepared 
                       for him.’” 
          d. Esther Made a H__________________ A__________________
Esther 8:3 “Then Esther spoke again to the king, fell at his feet, wept and implored him to avert the evil scheme 
                    of Haman the Agagite and his plot which he had devised against the Jews”
II. Some Practical Helps for Husbands 
Eph 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her” 
Building Block # 1 = Domestic S__________________
1 Tim 3:4 “(The Pastor or Deacon is to be one who)…manages his own household well, keeping his children 
                    under control with all dignity”
The Biblical model is one of s________________ leadership, and the husband is supposed to be the best

example of this. 
Building Block # 2 = Sympathetic K___________________
Peter is simply reminding us of the fact that God made women differently, and they are more delicate

and s________________. 
Col 3:19 “Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them” (NIV) 

Building Block # 3 = Consistent P__________________
Gal 3:28-29 “28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 
                        female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are 
                        Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise” 
This word “Honor” carries with it the idea of placing someone on a pedestal, and one way we can do this 
is by praising our wives both p_________________ and p__________________. 
Prov 31:31 “Give her the product of her hands,  and let her works praise her in the gates” 
Rom 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners,  Christ died for us”

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever  believes in Him shall 
                    not perish, but have eternal life” 
It Has Taken Me Over Ten Years to Realize That the Reason Our Wives Can’t

      Tell Us What the Problem is Because They Don’t Know

      What the Problem is

When We Discover

     That We Can’t Solve Our Wives Problems

 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 

NASU

Genesis 18:9-11

9 Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah your wife?" And he said, "There, in the tent." 

10 He said, "I will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. 

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing. 

NASU

->   Peter is Not Saying That Your Physical Appearance is Not Important

I Feel That My Wife Dresses With “Class,” and I Know That I Bothers Her When

      She’s Other Christian Women Who Don’t
In Fact, Under the Old Testament System, God Said That a Man Could Divorce His 
      Wife for Dressing in an Indiscrete Way


I Love What the Bible Says About the Model Woman in Proverbs 31:25; 
       It Says “Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she smiles at the future”
Q.n = Do You Know What Comes to My Mind When I Read That Verse?

Ans = I Think of a Woman Who Dresses With Modesty and With “Class”

->  It’s Not That She Spends a Fortune on Her Wardrobe; But When She Walks Into 
      a Room, People Immediately Know That They are in the Presence of a Lady

->  You See, Peter is Not Saying That a Wife Should Neglect Her Appearance; 
      on the Contrary, He is Encouraging Her to Enhance Her Beauty by Adding

      to All of This a Higher Level of Spiritual Maturity.

->   And It is Important for Us to Keep These Things in Perspective

->   Because When God Pronounced His Judgment Upon Judah, He Seriously Indicted

       the Women Who Were Overly Obsessed With Their Outward Beauty 

for Four Decades Now, Our Culture Has Been Hard at Work
               Trying to Eliminate All Distinctions of Gender and Roles

Mark 8:34

34 And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.

NASU

                   “Those Who Insist That Scripture and Christ Himself Lay Down 
                     Immutable Laws are Called ‘Legalists.’ Antinomians Insist That 
                     We Have Been Saved From the Law

             -> Anti

         b. That’s the Bad
->     And Listen, the Sad Truth is That Some Men are Respected and Admired 
         by Everyone Except Their Own Family Members

________________________________________________________________________

Ill:   In Her Book Entitled, “Beloved Unbeliever,” Jo Berry Mentioned This Confession

        From a Christian Wife Regarding Her Non-Christian Husband; She Said, 

       “I just didn’t respect my husband.  After I became a Christian, I just noticed 

         the Christian men who had so much more ability and wisdom and discernment,

         that suddenly I just didn’t respect my husband.  But Then, I went to his office one
         day and I saw secretaries there saying, ‘Yes sir, I respect that opinion,’ and I saw
         that those who were his seniors valued his judgment.  In every other place, I observed 
         my husband, he was respected by everybody except me.  I had to tell him I was sorry.  
         The one person in his life who should have respected him the most, didn’t, 
          and everyone else in the world did.” 
